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election 2011: perfect
opportunity to look at

democracy and elections

There will be a General Election early in

2011. TakealookatE| ect ifoon o6 11

teaching and learning suggestions.

This election will be hotly contested due to the
economic crisis the country now faces. What
better way to explore democracy and elections

than to organize a mock election. Start

gathering election literature, articles, etc. so that

you can fully explore the election and the Irish

system of voting - Proportional Representation.
El e c t icambe dovilloaded from:
http://cspe.slss.ie/resources/c/3/29/
Election11%20Action%20Project.pdf

changes to 2011 RAP

Take a
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The blank Reports on Action Projects (RAPs) and Course Work Assessment Books

(CWABSs) have already been dispatched by the State Examinations Commission

(SEC) to schools. They should have arrived in your school in November.

Each year the SEC issue blank booklets for
completion by the current Third Year cohort
of CSPE students. It is critically important
that each student fills in the proforma

booklet for that particular examination year.

Take a close look at this year’s proforma

booklets. There is no change in The Course

Work Assessment Book (CWAB) for 2011.

However, there are a number of small
changes to note in the Report on an Action
Project (RAP). Let’s take a look at the
changes:

Section 2, Page 2, Part (a): There is a slight
change in the wording at the bottom of the
page. It now reads ‘Explain how your Action
Project was based on the concept you have
ticked’.

Section 2, Page 3, Part (b): It now reads
‘Explain why you chose to do this Action

Project’. More space has been left for your

answers, so more detail is required.

Section 3, Page 3, Part (a): The tick box
part is no longer there. It now reads ‘List
TWO people/groups you communicated with
in the course of your Action Project’. Space
has been provided to write in two groups.
Then students are asked to ‘Describe HOW
you communicated with ONE of the people/
groups you have listed above, and explain
WHY you did so’.

Section 3, Page 7, Part (d): The layout of
this page has changed. It is split up for stu-
dents to name and describe TWO separate
skills. At the bottom of the page there is a
new element. It reads ‘Explain why ONE of
these skills was important in carrying out
your Action Project’.

Section 4, Page 8: Please note a change in
the wording of the instruction.

Section 5, Page 9: Please note a change in

the wording of the instruction here also.



latest developments >>>

subject inspection in CSPE

By the end of November 2010 thirty-eight across a range of teachers and over many days
of the week. This has invariably meant that
CSPE inspections can take up to two days in
the Department of Education and order to facilitate the observation

. . . of a reasonable sample of classes
Skills website - www.education.ie [ in many schools. Beyond this,

(Click on Subject Inspection - o : teach.ers of CSPE should
certainly expect that a CSPE

Reports). inspection will not differ in
PR substance from other subject

A Guide to Subject Inspectign Subject Inspection inspections they or their
available at www.education.ie, B ok i it colleagues may have experienced
gives a full outline of the subject e already.

inspection process. A subject :

inspection in CSPE does not differ ! The CSPE inspection, as with

in any significant way from _ other subject inspections,

subject inspection in other subject basically examines a subject
areas. The very same rules apply in under four separate headings:
terms of the amount of notice given

to schools, the number of classes normally (1) Subject Provision and Whole School
visited, the main areas evaluated in the proc- Support;(2) Planning and Preparation;
ess and covered in the subsequent report. (3) Teaching and Learning and4) : .
Timetabling of CSPE may see it spread Assessment the NCCA website www.nccea.ie

winter blizzard, community
and the environment

The recent inclement weather - snow, sleet, ice, frost, etc. provides

Subject Inspections Reports were published on

The Guidelines for Teachersf CSPE,
published in 2005 offer a thorough insight
into good practice in terms of provision,
organisation, teaching and learning, and
assessment. These guidelines also deserve
ongoing consideration by management, co-
ordinators and teachers involved in CSPE.

The Guidelines may be downloaded from

Junior W

Certificate

5@ CSPE

X Civic, Social and Political Education
(CSPE) is taught to all Junior Certificate
students. It aims to help you to become
ctively involved in your community,
iour country and the wider world.

NCCA

opportunities to discuss climate change and global warming. It’s also an
opportunity to talk about active citizenship in our communities.

Has the recent spell of Arctic and Siberian weather got anything to do with climate change?
Or is it just a freak occurrence? How does this bad weather affect us - at home, in school, at

work, etc.? What actions can we take to help cope with these weather conditions? How can

C S P E f a Ct S h e et we look after our family and neighbours? And what about pets, birds and other creatures?

This leaflet, produced by the NCCA, is We all know people who have shown that
real active citizenship spirit! They braved

really useful for Open Evenings for
the elements to get shopping for an older

Incoming First Year Parents and Students. .
g neighbour; they cleared footpaths and

The leaflet (A4 page, front and back) driveways; they helped to dig out cars. I'm
explains very clearly what CSPE is all about sure you know of similar stories from your
and how it builds upon the primary school own community. This is active citizenship
experience of students. It can be in action - looking out for and looking after
downloaded from this address: each other, friends, neighbours and even

total strangers!

http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/ . . _
Factsheets/CSPE_factsheet.pdf snow in dunlavin, co. wicklow >>>




active citizens: developing
their SKILLS

Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE) is all about enabling young
people to develop the skills of active participation and active citizenship.
Everything about the course is geared towards this end.

report on an Action Project completed,
either through the Report on an Action
Project (RAP) or the Course Work
Assessment Book (CWAB).

Through the use of active learning methods
students get to experience what it means to
work as a member of a team; to think

critically about an issue and also to form an

opinion.

The Action Project enables students to
develop these, and other skills, even more.
For example, sending an e-mail, making an

appointment, writing a letter, preparing a

speech, speaking in public, making a poster,

collecting money and accounting for it. The

CSPE, through the course content, the
promotion of active learning methodologies
and the undertaking of Action Projects is
focused on young people as active citizens
in their communities. The assessment

instruments also reflect this emphasis on

list of skills is endless. Often students learn
them without even knowing! It is really
important to spend some class time
discussing and teasing out what skills are
being used so that students have the

language to articulate how they have used

P . . their skills in undertaking their own
active citizenship through the allocation of ! mu &

. . particular tasks - as they demonstrate active
60% of the Junior Certificate marks for a o ) : )
citizenship through their actions!

the association of CSPE teachers (ACT) >>>

The association of CSPE Teachers supports Citizenship Education in Ireland. It has three
main aims:

I To support teachers of Civic, Social and Political Education

9 To represent teachers of CSPE

1 To promote Citizenship Education

Through their ACtivatenewsletter they share lots of Citizenship Education related ideas,
year .

resources and developments. Membership costsjustU 2 0 p er

Their website Www.cspeteachers.ie also provides lots of really useful information.
You can e-mail the association on act@esatclear.ie.

teaching about law

Teaching and learning about the law
can sometimes be quite difficult. At
least it is perceived to be that way!
The Courts Service have produced a
really useful resource 6 L et 6 s
t h e \h&hwnékes it easier.

This Teacher's Pack has been designed to be as
accessible and user friendly as possible and
comes in three distinct parts:

9 The Teacher's Manual contains step-by-
step lesson plans to help the teacher guide the
students through the Irish legal system. It also
contains notes accompanying each lesson plan
with supplementary information the teacher
may need to conduct each lesson.

9 A selection of teaching aids supplement
specific lesson plans. The teacher can
photocopy these and distribute them among the
students.

9 The DVD is an interactive teaching
resource to help clarify and explain many
aspects of the Irish legal system. It has been
designed to support the teacher rather than
become the focus of the module. Generally,
teachers will find the DVD most helpful when it
is used to briefly explain and demonstrate a
concept and is followed by a classroom activity

relating to the topics it has raised.

For copies of the pack contact:

Courts Service, Phoenix House,
15/24 Phoenix Street North,
Smithfield, Dublin 7.
Tel: 01 888 6457
Fax: 01 873 5250
PublicationsUnit@courts.ie
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2011 planning ahead...

Us e
a teaching and | earnindg
These workshops are being organized in partnership with
the Irish Council of Civil Liberties (ICCL) and the Irish
Film Institute (IF1).

The theme for the Spring Termwillbe 6 T h e

t olol

During the Spring the series of CSPE evening workshops will focus on the use of film
in the CSPE classroom (strategies, approaches and methodologies). We are delighted to
be working in partnership with the Irish Council for Civil Liberties and the Irish Film
Institute.

For the past three years the ICCL has organised a Human Rights Film Awards bringing
together human rights and the art of film. These award winning films will inspire the
workshops. To view some of the short films have a look at

www.humanrightsfilmawards.org

x4 .
" |CCL Human Rights

Film Awards

Welcome to Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE)

http://cspe.slss.ie

**NEW™* MerrionStreet.ie Video Message Competition

Contact Us MerrionStreet.ie, the new online Irish Government News Service, have organised a video message to An Taoiseach competition. The
competition winners will get the chance to interview An Taoiseach in Government Buildings in Dublin. The interview will be filmed and
posted on MerrionStreet.ie website. The video should be of 90 seconds duration. In the video, the CSPE class have to state why they should
be chosen to interview An Taoiseach. Please remember that the content of the video should be in good taste. The closing date for the
competition is Friday, 21st January 2011. The winner will be announced on Friday, 11th February 2011. For further details on this

competition see the letter which has been posted to all post-primary schools or click on Message 1o An Taoiseach Com, rition| L.

Course Schedules
‘Curriculum
Action Projects
Methodologies
**NEW™* General Election 2011

Publications

Exam Materials We now know that there will be a General Election early in 2011 as soon as all of the Budget legislation has been enacted. Elections provide
great oportunities to explore in realtime democracy at work and the entire election process from selection of candidates, through to the
election itself and then the count culminating in the election results. Why not gather all of the election literature coming through your door
and encourage your students to do likewise. This might even lead you to carrying our a Mock Election as an Action Project! Here's a useful

resource to help you in organising and planning for Election "110 L

Photo Gallery

Newsletters

The Use of Film in
CSPE Classrooms
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coming soon >>>

in the next issue

Using Stories in CSPE
CSPE Subject Plan

Radical Action Projects
Active Methodologies
Useful Resources/Websites

For information about
In-service courses,
resource materials, Action
Projects, active learning
methodologies, teaching
and learning resources,
assessment, past
examination papers,
subject inspection, etc.
check out the CSPE
website at
http://cspe.slss.ie.

National Coeordinator: Conor Harrison

Cultural and Environmental Education
Co. Wexford Education Centre,
Milehouse Road,

Enniscorthy,

Co. Wexford.

www.pdst.ie

Professional
Development
Service for Teachers

) 087-2405710
conorharrison@pdst.ie

Administrator: Angela Thompson

) 053-923 9121
7 053-923 9132

8 angela@ecwexford.ie
Associate for CSPEileen Gray

8 eileengray@pdst.ie
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